THE MAN WHO GOT FI RED, BUT WOULDN' T QUI' T
Text: 1 Samuel 8:4-5; 12:22-23

| NTRO. Sanuel was the last of the judges of
Israel & the first of its prophets. At the
time of our texts, he was a near to an earthly
king as the Israelites had so far had. He was
the greatest |eader to arise in the 300 years
since the tinme of Mses.

| . SAMUEL' S QUALI FI CATI ONS AS JUDCGE & LEADER
A. He was born in answer to the prayers
of a godly worman, who, in turn
dedi cated himto God. She took him
tolive with & be trained by Eli the
priest in the tabernacle of God, 1
Sam 1.

B. Wiile he was still a child, God spoke
audi bly to him & gave hima prophet-
ic message for Eli, 1 Sam 3:19-21.

C. The Israelites used Sanuel's age & the
m sconduct of his sons to "justify"
their desire to have a king--but in
reality, they had no conplaints
agai nst Sanuel hinself, 8:5; 12:1-5.

1. SAMJEL'S REACTI ON TO | SRAEL' S REJECTI ON
A. He was saddened & di spl eased, 8:6.
1. God informed Sanuel that Israel
had not rejected Sanuel as
j udge so nuch as they had in
reality rejected God Hinself as
King, vs. 7.

2. Knowi ng Samuel as we do, it is
unlikely that Sanuel found any
consolation in this fact. In
fact, nost likely this know
| edge i ncreased Sanuel's
sadness.



B. He was angry, 12:23. The fact that he
made this statenment shows that he at
| east considered ceasing to pray for
t hem

C. But we see Sanuel's strength of char-
acter in the fact that his dis-
pl easure & anger did not provoke him
to sin.

1. Many a nman, nany a wonan,
becom ng di spl eased with sone
deci sion of God's people, have
allowed their hurt & anger to
turn themconpletely away from
their duties & responsibilities
inthe famly of God. To do so
is sin, vs 23.

2. Rather Sanuel's attitude: | can't
hel p you as judge. You've taken
that away from ne, but you
can't keep nme from praying for
you & trying to teach you God's
will.

3. God needs nore servants in every
generation who will refuse to
all ow others to keep them from
faithfully serving H m

[11. THE RESULTS OF SAMUEL'S DECI SI ON.

A. His right decision was good for him
self. Any other decision on his part
woul d nost |ikely have insured that
he woul d beconme cyni cal, hardened,
wi t hdrawn. Any ot her course of act-

i on woul d have brought Sanuel to the
grave as a sad, dejected, bitter old
man.



B. As a result of Sanuel's w se deci sion,
ot her doors of opportunity were
opened to him He was recogni zed as
t he appoi nted | eader of a conpany of
prophets. Mst reputable schol ars
bel i eve that Samuel had established
a school of prophets where young nen
coul d be nol ded & trai ned under the
gui dance of inspired teachers.

1 Sam 19:20, Then Saul sent nessen-
gers to take David: & when they saw
the group of the prophets prophesy-
ing, & Sanuel standing as | eader
over them the Spirit of God cane
upon the nessengers of Saul, & they
pr ophesi ed.

C. Finally, Sanuel's decision was good
for his nation.

James 5:16, effective fervent prayer

1. His godly influence may have ac-
conplished nore in his new
field of endeavor than as a
j udge.

2. At any rate, even after Saul had
been appointed as king, the
peopl e continued to have great
respect for the power &

i nfluence of Sanuel .

1 Sam 16:4, So Sanuel did what
the Lord said, & went to Beth-
| ehem And the elders of the
town trenbled at his comng &
said, "Do you cone peaceabl y?"

3. Sanuel rem nds ne of the slave
who was beaten by his nmaster



for wasting time in prayer and
inciting other slaves to pray up
into the night. Finally, sonehow,

t hat sl ave-master cane under the

i nfluence of the gospel. The first
thing he did was to find that old
sl ave & apol ogi ze for having m s-
treated him & to ask that slave to
pray for him The slave replied,
"Masser, |'se been praying for you
ever since | got here."

CONCLUSI ON:  Let each of us resolve to do with
our mght what our hands find to do in the
service of God--and to let no nman or group of

men keep us from doing so. |If soneone has
wonged nme, or hurt ny feelings, or nade ne
angry, let nme say wth Sanuel, "God forbid
that | should sin against the Lord in ceasing

to pray for you: but I will teach you the good
& the right way."
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